We invite submissions from scholars studying household economic instability in multiple disciplines and research fields. For the purposes of this call, economic instability is defined as repeated changes in employment, income, or financial well-being over time, particularly changes that are not intentional, predictable, or part of upward mobility. We are also interested in the concept of economic insecurity, which includes both actual and perceived economic uncertainty. The papers can engage a broad array of social policies that primarily or disproportionately affect economically vulnerable families, including (but not limited to), means-tested and universal income support (e.g., Temporary Assistance for Needy Families [TANF] , the Earned Income Tax Credit [EITC], or Social Security), labor regulations governing wages and work hours, housing policy and housing assistance, health insurance, child welfare, criminal justice, and social services (e.g., education, health, child care).
Scope and Topics of Interest
We will consider studies that provide new empirical evidence or a major theoretical contribution. Specific topics of interest include, but are not limited to:
• The causes of economic instability, potentially including factors related to labor markets and employment, family composition, and policy.
• The consequences of economic instability for child, adult, and community health and well-being.
• The specific mechanisms by which economic instability affects children, adults, or communities.
• How the design of specific policies affect economic instability, positively or negatively.
• How economic instability affects program eligibility, participation, or service provision.
• How administrative rules or practices in the provision of social policy and social services affect economic instability.
• Promising practices for policy design and practice to promote economic stability and mobility.
For any of these topics, we encourage submissions that examine differences in the causes and consequences of economic instability by race, ethnicity, or immigration status.
